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The Ladies Had The Last Word In The Regional Debate Tournament 
The Edgecliff 
Volume XIV Walnut Hills, Cincinnati, Ohio, March 21 , 1949 No. 5 
0 pen Letter To Our Visitors 
Dear High School Seniors: 
Welcome to Our Lady of Cin-
cinnati College. We are glad you 
are visitin~ us today and we hope 
that when you leave us you will 
take with you a spark of the 
spirit which is Edgecliff's. We 
want this spark to become a flame 
when you join our ranks next 
September. 
Every student is your hostess 
and will be eager to answer any 
questions about Edgecliff. You 
will be taken on a tour of the 
campus which will familiarize 
you with the various buildings 
and departments of the college. 
The winning One-Act Play will 
be presented in the auditorium to 
give you an example of one of 
the reasons for our pride in 
Edgecliff. 
Here are some of the activities 
connected with college life: First 
there is initiation, of course,dur-
ing which your class presents a 
program for the faculty and stu-
dents. This gives us a chance to 
know you and also helps you be-
Summit Senior 
Wins Scholarship 
Miss Peggy Feltrup 
Peggy Feltrup, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Albert F. Feltrup, of 
3058 Victoria avenue, has been 
announced as the winner of the 
1949 Mother Mary Hilda Scholar-
ship. This scholarship was estab-
lished by the Alumnae Associa-
tion in memory of the foundress 
of the college. 
Miss Feltrup won over 40 honor 
students representing Catholic 
high schools and academies of 
the diocese. 
Peggy is a student of Summit 
Country Day School, which she 
has atended for 13 years. 
come better acquainted with your 
classmates. Initiation is followed 
by the traditional capping cere-
mony in McAuley Hall. Your 
freshman cap is a symbol to be 
proudly worn ; it makes you of-
ficially a part of Edgecliff and sig-
nifies your devotion to Our Lady. 
What about college classes? 
That is a question you might 
well ask. It is true that classes 
are conducted differently from 
the way you are accustomed. But 
the good habits of attention and 
study you developed in high 
school will pay big dividends in 
college too. Your success in col-
lege classes will depend on your 
own attitude, on what you put 
into them. 
It's Not All Classwork 
Your social calender will be 
filled. Club meetings account for 
a big part of this extra-curricular 
activity. There are 16 clubs to 
choose from and you are certain 
to find several of them of par-
ticular interest to you. There are 
also tea-dances and suppers at 
the grill to keep you busy. Red 
letter days come with the Yule-
tide ball and the Junior Prom. 
We mentioned before something 
about the spirit of Edgecliff. As 
a freshman, the first evidence of 
it that will strike you is friend -
liness. You will feel immediately 
that you belong. Girls will say 
" hello" long before they learn 
your name or you know theirs. 
Next, you will notice that every-
one seems filled with the desire 
to please. Co-operation is the 
corner-stone of all activity at 
Edgecliff. 
We have saved the best for 
l::.st . You w ill be studying the 
Catholic religion and philosophy. 
These two strong oars are guar-
anteed to give you safe passage 
over the sea of life. You will have 
an integrated education, o n e 
which will enable you to take 
your place in the world as a 
truly Catholic woman aware of 
her duties to God and man. 
Sincerely yours, 
The Girls of Edgecliff 
Emery Hall And Furnishings 
Have Rich, Romantic Past 
By Rosann Brockman 
E mery Hall, the massive gray 
stone st r ucture overlooking the 
Ohio Ri ver from Edgeclift"s cam-
pus, famili arly called "the dor m" 
by students, is famo us in Cincin-
na t i history as the home of the 
Thomas J . Emery family, pio-
neer Cincinnat i family and prom-
inent realtors. 
Edgecliff (the structure's orig-
inal na;ne) was bu ilt in 1881. The 
three-story, 16-room home was 
fu rnished with many of the 
art icles which Mrs. Emery p ur-
chased in her t rips abroad. These 
included rare Ch inese porcelains, 
tapestries, oil paintings and per-
iod furniture. A white marble 
bench which she acquired in 
Florence, Italy, still stands in the 
spacious hall. A hand-carved 
walnut mantle was one of the 
most important fixtures in Mrs. 
Emery's dining-room. 
Louis XVI P eriod 
Outside, on the estate, there 
flourished a rock garden valued 
at $40,000. 
Edgecliff's marble-floored, tap-
estried ballroom with its Louis 
XVI period furniture in old rose 
and gold still charms Edgecliff 
students and their escorts at the 
formal Yuletide Ball. 
Thomas Emery's widow was 
the founder of the village of 
Mariemont, just outside of Cin-
cinnat i. She continued to live at 
Edgecl iff until her death in 1927. 
It then became the home of her 
sister, Mrs. Isabella F . Hopkins. 
In 1935 the S isters of Mercy 
leased the build ing as the cradle 
of their new college-Our Lady 
of Cincinnati. The newly ac-
quired home became the main 
bu ilding of the college. Called 
"Our Lady's Hall," it housed the 
administrat ion offices, cafeteria, 
library, classrooms, a social room 
and chapel (formerly the ball-
room) . Its wrought-iron doors 
were opened to 50 students and, 
on inspect ion day, was visited by 
more than 3,000 persons. 
New Buildings Added 
The following year the college 
purchased Edgecliff and its fur-
nishings and the Judge Howard 
Ferris home, the present Fine 
Arts building. After the erection 
of the Administration Building in 
1938, Emery Hall became the 
home's official name and it was 
used for classes, dances and 
club meetings. In 1946 the second 
and third floors were converted 
into bedrooms for the resident 
students then living in McAuley. 
This dignified old home is a 
symbol of the solid, well-found-
ed principles on which Our Lady 
of Cincinnati's educational pro-
gram is based. 
You are cordially invited to 
visit Emery Hall. 
Debating Federal Aid to Education at the First Intercollegiate 
Debate Tournament on March 13 in which Edgecliff ranked first are 
seen, left to right, Mary Claire Leis, Edgecliff, Mary Theresa Dowell, 
Edgecliff, Jerry Conrey, XU, Ray Schlichte, XU, Alice Mitchell Edge-
cliff, Jane Claire Beck, Edgecliff, Paul O'Brien, XU, and Herman 
Ruether, XU. 
Edgecliff Debaters Win 
Contest Local NFCCS 
Our Lady of Cincinnati won 
the first regional debate tourna-
ment of the National Federation 
of Catholic College Students, held 
on March 13 at Xavier Univer-
sity, and Villa Madonna College, 
Covington, in a series of 12 de-
b~eL 1 
Mary Claire Leis, Mary Theresa 
Duwel, Alice Mitchell, and Jane 
Claire Beck, all juniors, repre-
sented Edgecliff. The first two 
argued the affirmative; the latter 
two, the negative, on the inter-
collegiate topic for this year, Re-
solved : That the Federal Govern-
ment Should Equalize Education-
al Opportunities in Tax-Support-
ed Schools by Means of Annual 
Grants. 
Eligible For Nationals 
The four Edgecliff girls will 
now be the representatives of this 
region of the NFCCS at the Na -
tional Catholic tournament to be 
held at St. Joseph's College, Phil-
adelphia, during the last week of 
March. After this tournament, 
the girls are eligible for the Na-
tional Invitational tournament to 
be held at West Point Military 
Academy in April. 
The d ecision was announced at 
a banquet for the debaters held 
in Union Hall on the X avier ca m-
Xavier Clef Club 
Will Appear Here 
The X avier Clef Club, under 
the direct ion of F ranklin Bens, 
will entertain the student body of 
Edgecliff on Wednesd ay, March 
30, at the regular assembly per-
iod. 
Th is concert will be one in a 
series of appearan ces wh ich the 
club is presenting both locally 
and on tou r. The program will 
include varied types of well-
k nown choral compositions. 
The members of the Edgecliff 
Choral Club will be hostesses at a 
tea-dance in McAuley following 
the choral program. 
Student Writers 
In Story Contest 
Entries for the short story con-
test which was recently conducted 
by Kappa Gamma Pi, Catholic 
scholastic sorority, included four 
stories written by students from 
Our Lady of Cincinnati. 
Mary Alice Osterman's "The 
Bridge," Corrine Geer's "The 
Daisies", Marian Reck's "Middle-
town, U. S. A.", and Mary Ther-
esa Duwel's "A Living Memory" 
were the four entries from Edge-
cliff. 
pus after the chairmen had tab-
ulated the points merited by each 
school. Edgecliff led the runner-
up, the University of Dayton, by 
64 points. 
Will Be Held Annually 
Jerry Conrey, Xavier, president 
of the Cincinnati Region of the 
NFCCS, after congratulating the 
debaters, announced that it is the 
hope of the NFCCS to make this 
debate tournament an annual 
event. Father Paul O'Connor, S.J ., 
dean of Xavier University, then 
expressed his opinion that inter-
collegiate debating will prepare 
the participants to be the Catho-
lic leaders of tomorrow, voicing 
the principles of Christianity 
clearly and logically to the world. 
Xavier's Ray Schlichte and 
Villa Madonna 's Charles Deters 
served as co-chairmen of the 
afternoon. The judges for the de-
bates included Dr. Daniel J . 
Steible, moderator of the Edge-
cliff Debating Club ; Mr. Phillip 
Sharper, moderator of the Xavier 
P o 1 a n d Philopedian Society; 
Brother William Werle, S.M., 
moderator of the Upsilon Sigma 
Delta Debating Society of U.D.; 
Brother Charles Rossman, S.M., 
of Purcell High School ; Miss 
(Continued on Page 4 ) 
CU Play Director 
Judges One Acts 
The Rev. Gilbert V. Hartke, 
0 . P ., judged the 9th annual one-
act play tournament held on 
March 19, at Edgecliff. 
Father Hartke is director of 
the drama and speech department 
of the Catholic University of 
America at Washington, D. C . He 
began an experiment 12 years 
ago, in 1937, that resulted in C.U.'s 
drama department which has be-
come one of the most notable of 
college drama schools in the 
country. 
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Welcome, seniors. We ar e glad to meet 
you and to show you our school this after-
noon. W antler around, see our campus, meet 
our faculty, r ead our school paper and then 
you will get a t aste of life at Our Lady of 
Cincinnati. 
We hope you enjoy your afternoon and 
we hope many of you will join us here at 
Edgecliff next September. We know how 
you will miss high school. We all did too, but 
that is why we want you to come to college. 
You might have to study a little harder, but 
you will be compensated by Edgecliff's tra-
dition of extra-curricular activities and fun. 
We would like you to help us write for "The 
Edgecliff,'' to work with us on dance com-
mittees, and to keep us company when we 
worry over exams. Above all, we would like 
to have you at Our Lady of Cincinnati so 
you may obtain the solid Catholic higher ed-
ucation so necessary for you and for the 
world today. 
So seniors, have fun this afternoon, con-
gratulations on your approaching graduation, 
and here's hoping we see many of you next 
year as Edgecliff freshies. 
THE AMERICAN DILEMMA 
We Americans of today are still suffering 
from what can be called "The American Di-
lemma"-our belief in democratic principles 
mixed with the tradition of prejudice and 
discrimination against our Negro fellow 
citizens. But the pattern is slowly changing 
and we, as Catholics, can greatly aid this 
change by practicing our principles of broth-
erly love and basic equality. 
Last year, many barriers were broken 
down. The Supreme Court, for example, 
ruled that restrictive covenants, which have 
kept "persons of the Negro or Mongolian 
race" in the slums of our big cities for many 
years, can no longer be enforced by Federal 
and State courts. Many new opportunities 
were opened up for the Negro youth as more 
and more schools and colleges accepted them 
as students. In fact, a recent report by the 
Phelps-Stokes fund, covering 35 years, de-
cided that the most significant development 
in modern history was the progress of the 
Negro American. 
A true Catholic cannot help rejoicing at 
this progress. For he knows that God created 
all men free and equal and that, as a con-
sequence, total equality for the Negro is his 
just due. But many Catholics do not feel this 
way. They are blinded by prejudice and dis-
crimination just as are so many other Amer-
icans. 
We Catholics must overcome our petty 
prejudices against a people whose only fault 
is their background of slavery imposed upon 
them by white conquerors. Our Churches 
and schools throughout the .country must be 
opened to the Negro as has been done in the 
Archdiocese of St. Louis and in many J esuit 
universities. We must show him that we are 
not just Catholics in name only , but that we 
practice what we preach. 
The ideal Catholic then will agree with 
what Pope Pius XII declared in his first en-
cyclical : "Whatever be their origin or their 
speech (we) must know that they have equal 
rights as children in the House of the Lord, 
where the law of Christ and the peace of 
Christ prevail. " 
WHAT ABOUT THE MITE BOX? 
the close of its second year, this last project 
may well be a symbol. We have passed from 
clothes-in-kind drives, to books and maga-
zines campaigns, to entertainment projects, 
to contests, and finally have arrived at this 
ideal method of contribution. 
A successful drive of this kind would in-
deed be a tribute not only to the college stu-
dent, but even more so to the magnitude of 
Christian charity. The opportunity is singu-
larly ours. Let's not miss it. 
Ever since the early grade school days of 
most Catholic College students the "mite box" 
(usually for the missions) has been more or 
less · associated with Lent. In those years we 
were not quite sure just exactly what the 
w ords "personal sacrifice" meant ; or just 
exactly to what mission the money went ; 
perhaps not even too sure all that the word 
"mission" implies. 
THE EDGECLIFF 
The Eldgeclltr Is t he official J>'Ubllca.Uon ot Our Lady 
<Jf Cincinnati College, El dgeclllf, Clncinnat·I, Ohfo, con-
du cted by t he R eligio u s Sister s of Mercy. It ap-
pear s mont hly t ht'oughout t he school year. 
Managing Editor: Helen Joer ing; Associate Editors: 
Julanne Sagm aster and Jane Beck ; Business 
l\fanager: Margaret Ryan ; Circulation Manager: 
A nn Heineman. And yet we gave, as one of the things we 
were "doing for Lent." Now, some dozen 
years later, the wor ds "personal sacrifice" 
carry a deep meaning for us, and the mite box 
w hich is being passed each Friday in the 
respective religion classes carries with it a 
great deal of significan ce. We know exactly 
w hy we are giving the money. We know, too, 
now, where it is going. 
<:olumnists: Helen Mary Elias, Helen P oland, 
l'Ielen Haumesser, Elaine Kuechen meister , Sue 
Sch imanski. 
Reporters : J oan Bamberger, Rosann Brockman, 
Mary F eldman , Margaret Geers, Judith May-
leben , Helen Meara, Marjorie Mullaney, Kath-
leen Warren, Marilyn Wolfer, P atricia Wood, 
Aurelia Miller. 
As the Student Relief Campaign draws to Artis t : Alice Fox. 
Here And There With Margaret Ryan And Anne Heineman 
Ah, Spring, with the skies so 
blue, the birds singing, bushes 
budding-all this and exams too! 
And sure the following 'tis a 
feature carried over from St. Pat-
ty's Day: Do not miss "The Girl 
with Green Hair", starring Mary 
T eresa Duwel, which is now 
showing in the junior class. 
The question was brought up 
recently in Shakespeare class as 
to how the evil Edmund in "King 
Lear" could be so attractive to 
Goneril and Regan. Helen Mary 
Elias, brilliant senior, promptly 
explained, "Why, he wore an 
Adam hat." 
Among Father Roedel's lighter 
philosophical explanations in an-
cient philosophy class was this 
one: "How can you tell a grad-
uate student from an under-
graduate? When the professor 
walks in the room and says 'good 
morning', the graduate student 
writes it down." 
The other afternoon as Mary 
F eldman and Jane Beck were 
walking past a restaurant on 
Vine street, they noticed smoke 
pouring from a ventilator in the 
basement. Firmly convinced that 
the place was on fire, they rushed 
in to tell the proprietor. Result: 
They were very quietly told "Oh, 
that's nothing, that goes on all 
the time." 
Some of the girls planning to 
attend the student matinee of the 
ballet on March 26 are Pat Mc-
Graw, Ruth Moeller, Betty Ritt-
meyer, Marilyn Wolfer, Joan 
Finch, Angela Castellucio, · Sue 
Schimanski, Jo Ann Voss, Mary 
Schleuter, Julane Sagmaster, Mar-
garet Ryan, Pat Berning and 
Pat Winter. 
Mary Jo Seep is quite the 
bridge player (in an underhand 
manner) . Claire Reidell says she 
really doesn't mind. 
The one-time favorite tune, 
"Open the Door, Richard," came 
back into vogue recently when 
the door to the third floor corri-
dor stuck. 
The Feast of St. Thomas Aquin-
as was a free day for all except 
Mary Evelyn Naish. She "forgot 
to remember" that she didn't 
have to come to school that day. 
Unable to draw a conclusion 
from the foregoing set of facts, 
we will just say "A Happy 
Easter" to all. 
On the Aisle By Helen Mary Elias 
The past month has rewarded 
theater-goers with an amazing 
and an interesting variety of 
plays r anging from classic Greek 
tragedy to musical comedy. 
The Robinson Jeffers' adapta-
tion of the Euripides tragedy, 
"Medea," was an unequaled dra-
matic thrill. From the moment 
that the curtain rose on the an-
cient Corinthian setting in its 
eerie light, through the exposition 
and observation of the secondary 
characters and on to the unfold-
ing of this violent story, the in-
terest and attention of the aud-
ience never lagged. 
Excites Tense Reaction 
Although the physical transi-
tion from modern days back a 
few thousand years is not diffi-
cult for the spectator who can 
view it, the manner of perfor-
mance and character portrayal, 
as well as the other simple con-
ventions of the stage, require a 
greater amount of time for the 
audience to become familiar with. 
The uninhibited full style of act-
ing required in such a drama had 
a great appeal to such an extent 
that the audience was moved to 
high peaks of emotional reaction 
as the tension increased. 
Classic Interpretation 
Judith Anderson did not mere-
ly play Medea; she was Medea. 
Her interpretation of this "woman 
scorned", this barbarian woman, 
was played with a tremendous 
intensity and violence; yet with 
an amazing variety of shadings 
as she turned from biting sar-
casm to raging grief and then to 
tender solicitation. 
Miss Anderson so predominates 
the play that all others seem as 
smaller stars, but b right c>nO"s, 
nevertheless. The nurse's part, 
although a small one, was artis-
tically handled by Hilda Vaughn. 
One feels a kind of tragic pity 
The Soap 
M. E. Bartlett E. Agnew 
for Jason, as played by H enry 
Brandon, for he makes this hand-
some hero seem like a victim of 
circumstances or a tool. On the 
whole, the male parts were rath-
er disappointing in that their 
diction seemed a bit foggy and 
they lacked a stage presence. 
"The Heiress" 
Henry James is another author 
of more modern times who is en-
joying a literary revival. H is 
novel "Washington Square," has 
been adapted by Ruth and Augus-
tus Goetz and appears on the 
stage as "The Heiress." 
The theme stated simply is 
similiar to that of "Medea", in 
that it deals with the story of a 
scorned woman whose love turns 
into an intense hate. 
The inhabitants of the very 
solid and substantial Sloper home 
in Washington Square are very 
effectively played by a cast head-
ed by Basil Rathbone as the ele-
gant and refined Doctor Sloper. 
Rathbone's characterization was 
fascinating for he portrayed so 
well the many sides and the con-
tradictory aspects of the doctor's 
personality. Peter Cookson as the 
daughter's suitor plays his part 
so well that it is difficult to de-
termine whether his motives are 
worthy or not. Actually one never 
q uite makes up his mind about 
this young man. 
Patricia Straight as Doctor's 
Sloper's daughter, Catherine, is 
the most pathetic figure in the 
play, and does remarkably well 
in managing the transitions from 
the quiet opening scene to the 
last scenes in which the heiress 
stands by gloating while her 
father dies. 
In short, the whole cast kill -
fully avoided any excess of char-
acterization which might easily 
have led to unnecessary melo-
drama. 
B B y OX E. Kuechenmeister 
and H. Ha umesser 
R. Heskamp J . Monning 
Why have you decided to come to Edgecliff? 
Mary Ellen Bartlett, Mother of 
Mercy High School 
I plan to come to Our Lady of 
Cincinnati College next year for 
several r easons. I have a ttended 
schools conduct ed by the Sisters 
of Mercy all of my life and it is 
only natural t hat when select ing 
a college I should choose one of 
theirs. Another reason for my 
coming to Edgecliff is the fac t 
that my sister goes here. She has 
often talked about the school's 
activities and so I feel that I have 
become familiar with m uch of 
the school already. 
Edith Agnew, Regina High School 
My reasons for choosing Our 
Lady of Cincinnati are many, but 
the primary reason is my desire 
to complete my education in a 
Catholic institution where my 
ideals of life will not be influ-
enced by modern secularism and 
atheism. From what I already 
know to be true about the col-
lege I am assured of this and of 
the advantages of the high stand-
ards Edgecliff has in the field of 
education. 
Judy Monning, St. Ursula Acad-
emy 
I chose Our Lady of Cincinnati 
as the college I would like to a t-
t end for three reasons: firs t , i t 
is a Catholic college; second, 
many St. Urs ula girls are here 
a nd they seem to be l earning and 
enjoyin g it; t hird, I live less 
than a b lock away from Edgecliff! 
Ruth Heskamp, LaSalette Acad-
emy 
Ever since my sisters, Mary 
and Helen, att ended Our Lady of 
Cincinnati, I have had that col-
lege in mind. Through them I 
have enjoyed many college ac-
tivities second-hand. Their de-
lightful accounts have made me 
eager to explore for myself. I'm 
choosing Edgecliff, first of all be-
cause it is a Catholic college. 
Then too, Edgecliff offers every-
thing that I am looking for in 
college: friendliness in faculty 
and student body, a well-balanc-
ed social program, a wide variety 
of excellent courses and, best of 
all, practice in real Catholic liv-
ing. 
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Collegians 'Frank, Kind, 
Jolly,' Says Ruth Wong 
.. 
, 
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By Mary Ruth Wong 
I have been asked to give my 
impressions of Edgecliff. I have 
been at school here only a few 
months, but it is not very hard 
to adjust oneself to a new en-
vironment like that of Our Lady 
of Cincinnati College, for the 
people here are frank, kind, and 
always jolly. You sometimes find 
it surprising that they give you 
no chance for tears that might 
come from homesickness or any 
'.>ther sources. American people 
are the happy type; they won't 
let anyone, including themselves, 
cause gloom among them. 
I also have found that the 
American girls have a very good 
sense of humor. Someone told me 
that the Chinese people and the 
American people have a sense of 
humor in common, which is dif-
ferent from that of the English 
people and people from some 
other countries. Well, from what 
I have experienced, this sounds 
very true. Sometimes I cannot 
help remembering and laughing 
to myself at some of the humor-
ous remarks and actions I have 
heard and seen. When I tell them 
to Margaret Po, another Chinese 
girl here at Edgecliff, she also 
bursts into loud laughter for a 
long time. 
"I remember the face . . " 
During Christmas time, both 
Margaret and I received kind 
greetings from many girls, some 
of whom we even thought we did 
not know, but we were soon able 
to find out that those names 
were those of the very people 
whose faces we remembered 
quite clearly. We were touched 
by this kindness. Moreover, just 
Lefore the Christmas holidays, 
many girls sought to say "Merry 
Christmas" to us before they left 
the school. I deeply appreciated 
the warmth of their greetings 
and I have often wanted to thank 
them but I have a poor memory 
for people's names. Sister Wini-
fred tried harder to get me to re-
member the names of my part-
ners in Biology laboratory than 
she did on my lessons. I have 
called Joan F inch, a girl I knew 
in the Latin American History 
class, "Margaret" for a long time. 
I don't know why I did it. I just 
thought she was Margaret. Just 
before Christmas, she very nice-
ly told me that she is not Mar-
garet, but Joan. Aside from the 
shock, I felt very sorry and was 
afraid that she was not the only 
one I called by the wrong name. 
There are also many other 
girls whose names I have for-
gotten, in spite of my fondness 
for them. I am afraid to hurt 
them by asking them again or by 
giving them new r.ames. I would 
like, here and now, to express my 
sincere apologies to all these girls. 
Catholic Spirit Evident 
I notice that there is really a 
true Catholic Spirit among the 
girls. Of course this is the result 
of the influence and also the 
chief aim of the sisters here who, 
I think, are the kindest people in 
the world. I am grateful for all 
the things they do for me. 
I admire very much the re-
ligious spirit among most of the 
girls here. It is sweet to see them 
paying visits to the chapel; it's 
still sweeter to hear them asking 
one another for prayers. The good 
Lord will certainly reward their 
faith. 
Some girls are especially kind 
to me, and have asked me to eat 
lunch with them every day, when 
they saw that I was eating alone. 
I am also giving regular lessons 
in Chinese to one of them and I 
hope there will be more in my 
Chinese class in the future. I like 
these girls especially and wish 
to be good friends with them. 
The school and the people here 
are no longer new to me. I will 
someday (perhaps after I go 
back to China) think of my 
friends here as my own people. 
With The NFCCS By Sue Schimanski 
You won't have to hop a freight 
or pay hotel bills to attend the 
next NFCCS convention. Edge-
cliff will be the setting. Mary 
Claire Leis is general chairman 
for this regional convention to be 
held on Saturday and Sunday, 
April 23 and 24. 
"The main purpose of the con-
vention is to formulate a regional 
policy for consideration at the 
national congress at Chicago in 
May," said Mary Claire. " We ex-
pect about 200 students from the 
various colleges in the region to 
attend." 
On Saturday afternoon there 
will be 10 panel sessions and dis-
\ '> cussion groups on topics such as 
family life, Catholic Action, mis-
sions, publications, international 
relations, and others. Each re-
gional college is assigned to con-(,(i duct a particular panel or panels. 
A convention-goer may select 
any or several panels to attend. 
Take advantage of this on-
campus convention. This is your 
chance for a glance at the work-
ings of a student organization-
a chance to see the NFCCS in 
action! 
Far A way Places 
Have you been thinking about 
that student trip abroad for six 
weeks for $550? Complete infor-
mation has been compiled by the 
National Student Association 
(NSA) in a booklet entitled 
"Study, Travel, Work Abroad, 
Summer 1949" which is now ready 
for distribution. 
The price of the booklet is 15c 
to you because you are a member 
of the organization. Copies may 
be obtained by sending to NSA's 
national offices, 304 N. Park 
street, Madison 5, Wisconsin. 
If this venture calls for some 
fast talking to your parents, re-
mind them that NSA is a repre-
sentative non-partisan non-sec-
tarian intercollegiate organization 
designed to serve American stu-
dent needs, and is now composed 
of more than 800,000 students in 
281 colleges and universities in 
the United States. 
Don't Forget The Orchids 
After chatting with Bill Smith 
(the man who spoke to us about 
radio as a vocation) I was left 
with these thoughts: We Cath-
olics are too apathetic! When we 
do get riled up enough to write 
a letter to the editor, senator, or 
radio station, it's because we have 
a bone to pick with them about 
something they did that was 
wrong. Yet when we read a fav-
orable editorial, learn of the pas-
sage of a fair bill, or hear a fine 
radio show, we are apt to rest on 
our laurels and sigh contentedly 
to ourselves: "This is more like 
it!" Then is the time to take up 
our pens again and write to that 
editor, senator, or radio manager 
and praise him for his work. With 
public satisfaction in mind these 
men will continue with renewed 
vigor their admirable work. We 
must drop our impassivity as 
Catholics and give credit where 
credit is due. 
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Plays Are Fun, 
But .... 
By Nancy Mecklenborg 
Reading is fun, but every year 
at this time, four girls are ready 
to swear off of it for life. These 
are the directors of the one-act 
plays. They turn more pages in 
a week than most people do in 
six months. But, at last, they find 
it, the one show that clicks. 
Try-outs and casting prove 
smooth in some places, rough in 
others, but soon the casts are 
chosen and the girls pace the 
campus trying to get into char-
acter. 
Each class chides the others 
about winning the coveted cup, 
and all goes well . . . outside the 
auditorium door~. But, to the ob-
server who chances to stop in for 
a moment, the scene would ap-
pear to be something like this : 
Behind those closed doors, two 
or three girls lounge thought-
fully in the front seats of the 
darkened room, occasionally jot-
ting down stage directions or 
listing a property, or yawning 
contentedly as they sip on a 
coke-"Slave on, thou worthy 
stage crew." 
The astonishing figure who 
bobs up and down the aisle with 
a pencil behind each ear and a 
page of script in each hand gives 
an exasperated bark, an exclama-
tion under her breath and a silent 
satisfied sigh-"Fret on, thou 
nerveless director." 
And, on the lighted stage, great 
ladies and serving maids, moth-
ers and daughters, soulful and 
soulless alike, build high patterns 
of suspense and dramatic con-
flict-"Speak on, thou puppets of 
a playwright's thoughts." 
Tears, nerves, smiles, and sighs 
go into making that thrilling 
moment when the audience hums 
on the other side of the curtain, 
and the crew, director, and ac-
tresses join hands in that quiet 
plea for help from above, then 
rush to the job of pulling the cur-
tain and ... "On with the show." 
Catholic Action 
Theme Of Talk 
"It wasn't so much, a little bit 
of ham acting and corn." With 
these few words of self-depreci-
ation William Smith, the assem-
bly speaker of March 2, dismiss-
ed his thought-provoking and 
entertaining lecture. 
His attentive audience would 
not have permitted this dismissal, 
for they plainly liked him and 
liked the things he had to say. 
As radio director of the National 
Council of Catholic Men and pro-
ducer of "The Catholic Hour,'' he 
emphasized and illustrated by 
example the importance of ra-
dio as one of the things that has 
helped to break down prejudice 
about Catholics. 
"People don't know about us 
because you and I don't know 
about ourselves,'' he said. 
One is led to the conclusion 
that "Bill" Smith practices in his 
daily life what he preaches, for 
he stressed the fact that the "most 
powerful preaching in the world 
is the preaching of a Catholic 
life well lived," with such fervor 
that he certainly must live such a 
life. He gave numerous examples 
of the influence that radio pro-
grams such as "The Catholic 
Hour" and the "Hour of Faith" 
can have on Catholics and those 
not of the Faith. 
Smith had many words of 
praise for those who are trying 
to promote God's work by means 
of radio and television. He sug-
gested that Catholics who plan 
to enter these fields should ask 
themselves, "What can we do for 
God?" 
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Bendix, Top RAP Comedian, 
Discusses Radio, Movies 
This scene from the movie, "The Life of Riley," typifies the 
wholesome family · entertainment which has earned the Radio Ac-
ceptance Poll's "most acceptable" rating for the "Life of Riley" radio 
show. 
By Jane Beck and 
Julanne Sagmaster 
"I think being rated first place 
in the Radio Acceptance Poll is 
a great honor, due mostly to the 
writers of the show, who try to 
keep it acceptable to the entire 
family." So said William Bendix, 
Paramount screen star and top 
comedian on "The Life of Riley" 
radio program, when recently 
asked his opinion of RAP. 
In Parlor "A" at Cincinnati's 
new Terrace Plaza hotel, some 
65 students of surrounding high 
schools and colleges sat fascinated 
by the appearance "in the flesh" 
of the famous "Mr. Riley." 
Dressed in a gray Glenn plaid 
suit, gray and white striped 
shirt, and navy blue tie, 'Bendix 
was a perfect example of what 
the well-appareled Hollywood 
celebrity should wear. His heavy 
sunburn gave him the appear-
ance of having just arrived from 
his home town, Encio, Calif. 
We were not surprised to find 
that Bendix looks and talks as 
he does in the movies. With that 
typical Eastern accent, he will-
ingly and wittily answered all 
questions. (Although he admitted 
to your reporters that his pet 
peeve w as "answering ques-
tions.") At the outset he quickly 
put his female questioners at ease 
by calling them "darling" and 
"honey". 
Cincy Is Typical 
When asked why "The Life of 
Riley" movie was being pre-
miered in Cincinnati, he readily 
replied, "Cincinnati is a repre-
sentative American town and our 
show is a representative American 
show of a representaitve Amer-
ican family. We wanted to show 
it in the center of American pop-
ulation, w h ere representative 
American families are." With a 
smile he added, "Also, the Proc-
ter and Gamble Company, our 
radio sponsor, is located here." 
The screen star's favorite movie 
role was that of a rugged mer-
chant mariner from Brooklyn, in 
the drama "Lifeboat". His most 
difficult part was in "The Blue 
Dahlia," where he played a re-
turned shell-shocked vet er an. 
Laughingly, he observed "It was 
difficult, because I'm so rational." 
His most enjoyable role was the 
part of Babe Ruth in "The Babe 
Ruth Story." Bendix had known 
the "Babe" when the now famous 
comedian was batboy for the New 
York Giants. He had always ad-
mired Ruth. "He was a great 
American." 
Bendix stressed the fact that 
no "doubles" were used for him 
in the baseball sequences of the 
picture. As a former semi-pro 
ballplayer, he acted all of the 
scenes himself. 
Stars With Crosby 
"Bill's" latest movie, not as yet 
released, is "The Connecticut 
Yankee," with Bing Crosby. He 
sings with "Der Bingle" in this 
one. 
Bendix prefers radio to movies, 
because " it is easier to put on a 
radio show. All you have to do is 
read-no grease paint." 
When asked if his home life 
was anything like "The Life of 
Riley" he answered, "Yes, every 
line of it." 
When it comes to colorful pasts, 
Bendix takes top honors. He 
started out as a ballplayer in his 
youth, but gave up this profes-
sion when his family disapproved. 
He then became a stockroom 
clerk in a grocery store and ad-
vanced to the position of general 
manager of the whole grocery 
chain. 
Began As Singer 
He had his first taste of show 
business when he worked as a 
singing waiter in a New York 
night club. During this time he 
joined the New Jersey Federal 
Theatre Guild and took part in 
six plays, all of which "flopped 
on Broadway." In 1939, he landed 
the part of "Policeman Crupp" 
in William Saroyan's "The Time 
of Your Life". From here he 
went to Hollywood and played in 
his first movie, "Woman of the 
Year." 
Bendix is probably the only 
man in Hollywood who got there 
by playing baseball and working 
in a grocery store. 
The actor's sparkling, f un-
loving personality keeps him 
young, though he has a daughter 
20 years old and a younger 
daughter who is five. "Bill" has 
a very high opinion of the youth 
of today, and he left us with 
these words, "I think the younger 
generation is wonderful. I'm glad 
to be a part of it." 
Xavier Student 
Addresses Guild 
John Knoepfle, Xavier Univer-
sity graduate student, was the 
guest speaker of the Literary 
Guild at its supper meeting on 
March 8. 
"There is only one group of 
people today who write of joy-
they are Catholics" remarked 
Knoepfle after he had traced the 
history of frustration in works of 
English literature from the an-
cient bards to the present day. 
He emphasized that "you should 
not feel beneath people who are 
apparently very intellectual, when 
actually, they don't know what 
you know in your Faith." 
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By Helen Poland 
Navy blue has taken the spring 
fashion world by storm-and to 
all appearances, it has done the 
same at Edgecliff. W ith half of 
the campus planning navy ward-
robes, it could not help making 
this issue's headlines. 
Contrasted with pink for a 
colorful spring note is the way 
several freshman will wear it. 
Jane Linehan is highlighting her 
swing back bolero suit with a 
pink chapeaux, pink blouse and 
gloves. Joan Wenker is catching 
both shades in a rayon print dress 
with shawl-collared bodice and 
slim skirt flaring softly at the 
bottom. 
"Fresh as spring's first buds" 
might well describe Joan Latta's 
navy creation-a crepe dress with 
a crisp white organdy collar etch-
ing the scooped-out neckline. 
Style-wise Jeanne Kessling also 
prefers the white on navy loo~. 
Her dress is a fascinating print. 
Worn with white gloves and navy 
accessories, both outfits promise 
to be stunning. 
Then there are others among 
us who are unusually clever when 
it comes to improvising. Her dark 
ensemble needed something, duti-
fully thought Marilyn Holters, so 
she added perky white nosegays 
to her straw bonnet. Smart in-
deed, we'd say. 
Speaking of hats-when quizzed 
about her Easter bonnet, Jean 
Thiemann, hesitatingly replied, "I 
like it-but-well, my brother 
just laughed!" We assured Jean 
that brothers are no judge and 
that a grey straw with two lu-
scious pink roses sounded most 
attractive. 
Accent On Harmony 
Fortunately, we do have a few 
rugged individualists on campus 
(or perhaps we exaggerated just 
a little in the beginning) and so 
we find a few other important 
colors figuring in the spring 
planning. The Easter parade will 
fi nd Dolores Kreis wearing burnt 
almond accessories with a lux-
urious gold coat which is either 
belted or left full and ripli ng; 
Margaret Ryan sporting a fitted 
coat in a warm shade of red top-
ped with, yes, navy accessories; 
and Anita Monter in a tone on 
tone grey suit-light grey, slim 
fitting skirt and jacket with dark 
grey collar, cuffs, and piping on 
the inset pockets. 
For Easter "back home" Ruby 
Verde has certainly been making 
great plans, as what boarder 
doesn't for this long looked-for-
ward-to-sojurn. Ruby's taste runs 
to purple-a tailored suit (with 
the new length jacket) and ac-
cessories to match. "Buttons are 
everywhere" say the fashion de-
signers and on Ruby's suit they 
march diagonally over the pock-
ets. 
We can see from here that 
Edgecliff at least, plans to blos-
som out in true regalia. Now, if 
Mother Nature obliges by wear-
ing her most becoming spring 
dress, certainly this spring will 
be more bright and colorful than 
ever. 
Note To High School Seniors 
One of the biggest questions 
c6nfronting most prospective col-
lege students is "What does the 
college girl wear"? The answer 
is simple because college clothes 
THE EDGECLIFF 
The Queen Holds Court 
Arrayed in their regal splendor are Margery Winters and Fay Truss, left and Audrey Loeffler and 
Helen Poland, right, attendants to Marguerite Dowling, center, chosen by the student body to reign as 
queen of the Junior Prom. 
are, on the whole, very simple. 
Sweaters and skirts still remain 
the most popular apparel for 
campus with short sleeved pull-
over sweaters usually preferred. 
Blouses, largely of the crisp cot-
ton or rayon variety have slowly 
become almost as popular as 
sweaters. White seems to be the 
most in evidence in the blouse 
line but the rainbow colors are 
becoming more and more in de-
mand. 
At least one good suit is con-
sidered almost essential; wool 
dresses and jumpers in pretty 
plaids or checks are always good 
and sport jackets can come in 
mighty h andy. However, if one 
has a fair supply of the most es-
sential things-that is skirts, 
sweaters, etc. with a few of the 
others for variety, she need never 
suffer from "wardrobe wiles". 
Allow us to make a suggestion 
here. A little skillful planning 
can go a long way. For instance, 
make certain one blouse, sweater, 
or jacket can be worn with sev-
eral skirts and so on. This gives 
more wear and more variety. 
On The Practical Side 
In the "dress up" department, 
most of us have our own ideas 
(as you might have surmised if 
you read the beginning of this 
ramble) but the smart miss keep~ 
a basic black dress close at hand 
for formal occassions. 
As for shoes, casuals and sad-
dles still rate first place for day-
time. Yet judging from the way 
crepe-soled suede oxfords have 
been popping up, it looks like the 
honors might change hands. Be-
sides heels for good, it is wise to 
own a pair of "flats" for less 
"dressy" affairs. 
Thus the clothes "problem" 
need not be a problem at all. But 
if you are still dubious, join us 
in the fall and see for yourselves. 
DON'T FORGET 
to save your cancelled tax 
stamps. A box in the office of 
the dean is ready to receive 
them. 
Final Course Exam 
To Be Debate Topic 
"Resolved: That Final Course 
Exams Should Be Abolished in 
Liberal Arts Colleges" is the title 
of a debate to be given sometime 
in April. 
Mary Lee Hirshberg and Lor-
etto Molony will uphold the af-
firmative while Sue Schimanski 
and Joan Reinerman will main-
tain the negative. Mr. Victor 
Dial, former moderator of the 
Poland Philopedian Society of 
Xavier University, will judge the 
debate. 
Northern Victory 
The North again triumphed in 
a recent debate as Ray Schlichte 
of XU and Jane Beck of Edgecliff, 
upholding the negative we r e 
awarded the decision in the de-
bate "Resolved: That the South 
Was Justified in the War Between 
the States." Xavier's Jerry Con-
rey and Edgecliff's Mary Boyle 
upheld the affirmative. Mr. Leon-
ard Gartner of the faculty of Our 
Lady of Cincinnati, and Mr. 
Philip Sharper and Mr. Victor 
Dial of the fac ulty of Xavier Uni-
versity were judges. 
The debate was held at Xavier 
in Albers Hall which was dec-
orated with American and Con-
federate flags for the occasion. A 
Edgecliff Debaters 
(Continued from Page 1) 
Sally Moorman of the College of 
Mt. St. Joseph ; and Miss Duhla 
Pulskamp of Mother of Mercy 
High School. The other members 
of the Debating Clubs of Xavier 
and Edgecliff served as chair-
men and time-keepers for the 
various debates. 
This is the second year of the 
Edgecliff Debating Club and al-
though it has met Xavier and the 
University of Dayton earlier this 
year, this is the first time the 
Edgecliff debaters opposed the 
newly organized debating teams 
of Villa Madonna College. 
modern Mason-Dixon Line of 
crepe paper ran down the center 
of the audience separating the 
Southern sympathizers from the 
Yankees. A dance followed for 
both the debaters and the audi-
ence in South Hall with part of 
C h r i s Christensen's Orchestra 
supplying the music. 
Popular Topic 
Edith Hirshberg, Marilyn Wolf-
er, and Jane Linehan debated 
with Xavier on March 9 on the 
Xavier campus, using as their 
t o p i c federal aid to education. 
This was a return engagement 
with XU following a debate in 
December on the Edgecliff cam-
pus. The judge, Brother Charles 
Rossman, S.M., decided in favor 
of the Philopedians. On March 15 
J oan Lammers and Jane Beck 
traveled to the University of Day-
ton for a non-decision debate on 
the same topic. This also was a 
return engagement with Dayton 
following a contest in February 
on the Edgecliff campus in which 
Alice Mitchell and Elaine Kuech-
enmeister participated. 
Former Students 
Profess Vows 
Henrietta Richter and Caroline 
Frost, former members of this 
year's graduation class, received 
their black veils and took tem-
porary vows of the Religious Sis-
ters of Mercy on March · 12. 
Miss Richter, now Sister Mary 
Amadus, is an alumna of Mother 
of Mercy high school, Westwood, 
and M i s s Frost, S i s t e r Mary 
Clementine, alumna of Julienne 
Academy, Dayton, 0 . 
As was noted the last issue of 
the Edgecliff, Miss Elizabeth 
Dowling, Sister Mary Seraphia, 
former member of the class of 
1950 received the white veil of 
the Sisters of Mercy on the same 
day. 
Junior Prom 
Set For 
April 22nd 
Statuesque Marguerite Dowl-
ing, senior dorm student, has 
been chosen to reign over the 
festivities at this year's Junior-
Senior Prom- the first red-haired 
prom queen Edgecliff has ever 
had. 
By an odd coincidence, the four 
members of h er court will bal-
ance and compliment the queen's 
striking coloring perfectly. Tw 
blondes, Fay Truss and Audrey 
Loeffler, and two brunettes, 
Helen Poland and Margie Win-
ters, have been elected as honor 
attendants to the queen. 
The prom committee, headed 
by Suzanne Schimanski, junior 
class president, has announced 
that this year's prom will be held 
in the Hotel Netherland Plaza's 
Pavilion Caprice on Friday eve-
ning, April 22. Charlie Kehrer's 
orchestra will play music for 
dancing from nine to one. The af-
fair will be formal for both boys 
and girls. Engraved individual 
invitations will be made avail-
able to all students shortly be-
fore the date of the prom. 
Catherine Papp and Mary Lee 
Hirschberg conducted the student 
elections of the queen and her 
court. Other members of the 
committee are Cecelia Dwyer and 
Ann Heineman, co-chairmen; 
Martha Parks, patrons; Mary 
Schlueter, orchestra; Patric i a 
Berning, tickets; Ruth Ann Os-
terman, programs; Shirley Hal-
loran, gifts ; and flowers. 
Laetare 
Will 
Concert 
Feature 
Soloists Two 
Members of Edgecliff's Choral 
Club will present the annual Lae-
tare Sunday Concert, on March 
27, at 8: 15 p.m. in the college 
auditorium. Tickets are now on 
sale at $1.00 each and may be 
obtained from Joan Titus, presi-
dent of the Club. 
Marjorie Winters, senior, and 
Dorothy Selzer, senior are to 
be the featured soloists. Included 
in the program are Richard Wag-
ner's powerful chorale from "Die 
Meistersinger" and the charming 
fairy-tale, "Wynken, Blynken, 
and Nod." 
The Club is also preparing for 
the Liturgical Conference on 
school and church music, to be 
held on Monday, May 2 at Re-
gina high school. Our Lady of 
Cincinnati was chosen to sing at 
this conference which is spon-
sored by the Catholic University 
of Washington. It will be attend-
ed by music teachers throughout 
the country. 
Whirligig Dance 
To Aid Orphans 
The Whirligig dinner - dance 
sponsored by the Junior Service 
of the Cincinnati Catholic Wom-
ens' Association will be held on 
Saturday, May 7, at the Pavilion 
Caprice for the benefit of St. 
Joseph's Infants' Home. 
A floor show made up of Jun-
ior Service members will high-
light the evening's entertainment. 
Since May 7 is Kentucky Derby 
Day, the dance will carry out th 
Derby Day theme on the floor 
show and decorations. 
Our Lady of Cincinnati stu-
dents are cordially invited to at-
tend. Bids are $10 per couple. 
Contact Mary Evelyn Naish for 
tickets and information. 
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